Coral Reefs

Coral reefs are among the most
bio-diverse habitats on our planet.
They are composed of a huge
variety of organisms and are
extremely complex. However,
many coral reefs are in decline due
to global warming, ocean
acidification, as well as negligent
development of buildings.
Snorkeling and diving can be great
ways to experience reefs, bringing
positive tourist influence to help
locals and nonlocals care about
keepmg them healthy However

Issues Divers Cause:

Divers can severely affect reefs
without realizing it. Issues a diver
can cause include the following...

e Damaging reef life by
kicking, grabbing, or walking
on it, as well as stirring up
sediments, which ends up
settling on the coral.

e Using sunscreen that is not
ocean and coral reef safe
can be toxic to reef
organisms.
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How You Can Help!

Be aware of your
surroundings when diving.

When observing the
wildlife, leave space
between the organisms
and you. Allow the wildlife
to feel comfortable and
unthreatened by your
presence.

Be aware of anything you
may have in pockets or
around your wrists so that
you can make sure it won’t
fall off and end up polluting
the ocean.
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Great Websites With : et
More Information

www.reefresilience.org

e Gives examples of how
tourism and recreational R e efs
scuba can harm the
reefs if people are not

carful

Dayo Scuba

tourism.com/issues/marine-
activities/coral-damage

e Explains what coral
damage is and how it
can negatively impact Constructed and formatted by Dayo
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